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Thank you for coming;
 Why are you here?

• Stephanie and I asked ourselves this a lot.
Q: WHY ARE WE DOING THIS?

• A: WE NEEDED TO HOLD THIS
CONFERENCE BEFORE WE COULD END
THE CAMPAIGN. Before we wrap it up, the
various parts of “it” need to meet and greet -
literally and figuratively! The
manifesto/dsm/theory part and the
FCGS/body/arts & crafts part and the Big
Pharma/coi/FDA part.



Literally -- Meika Loe needs to meet Thea
Cacchioni and Barbara Marshall. Marny Hall needs
to meet Rachel Liebert and Ginny Braun. Carol
Tavris needs to meet Cindy Pearson and Cyndi
Graham and Karen Hicks and Rae Larson. Lenore
Pomerance needs to meet Kathryn Norsworthy.
Brunhild Kring needs to meet Judy Segal and Nicola
Gavey.

And on and on.
I can’t bear it that these people, all of whom I love
and have learned from and leaned on for years,
haven’t yet shared a hug and a laugh and a glass of
wine.



And, figuratively?
 The parts of the Campaign - the
manifesto/dsm/theory part, the
fcgs/body/arts&crafts part and

the bigpharma/coi/fda part have
always been conjoined in my
mind, but maybe only there.



 What is this Capstone for?

• Reflect
• Celebrate
• Archive
• Disperse the

Spirit of the
New View



Reflect on what?
• Feminist scholar activism

– Goals to challenge myths and master narratives,
to increase awareness of positionality, to expand
involvement

• The tension btw scholar and activism
– The seductions and consequences of professional

socialization, of being a SOMETHING
– Personal activism is political activism

• The dangers of self-justification



Archive?
• Not merely an historical record so our members,

events, and processes won’t be forgotten, but
history with a feminist purpose:
– To document our demands - their strengths and

limits;
– To document our activities and transformational

feminist model for sexology in their context;
– To record not just what we did, but why and how we

did what we did, in our own words;
– To see ourselves as historical actors, worth writing

about, worth remembering;



WHO WILL
TELL YOUR
STORY?



Why end the campaign?
• We accomplished an important goal by

subjecting “sexual medicine” to feminist critique
and linking sexual diagnoses and pharma
business practices to larger movements,
especially in the flibanserin saga

• But we are trapped by
– The limits of our 90s thinking - undertheorizing

privilege of medicalization
– Sexual liberation fragmented, confusing
– Media ignorance, repetition and sensationalism
– Sexual policy quagmire

• Never a perfect moment to end b/c activism for
social change is a relay not a sprint;





(un) common sense



We did articulate a lot and take many actions



g

Dealing
with the
media
exhausting,
and often
became an
end in itself



We tell the STORY OF THE NEW VIEW in posters and
artifacts in our TIMELINE Exhibit



We also have a talking timeline - during both Friday and
Saturday lunch -  a kind of feminist reenactment
exercise to raise up many voices



There are many ways to tell a
story - the NVC HISTORY

posters do the orderly job, so
here is my disorderly set of

snapshots



What happened to this
woman’s white coat?Glamour, 2004



1970 1973



      RESISTING  
AUTHORITY



  SKEPTICAL;
OPPOSITIONAL



1970s/80s - Feminist ideas about sex
were marginalized in sexology

• Sexology ignores discourses
of cultural power

• Sexology resists sexual
politics, humanities, history in
favor of universalized
biomedical models

• Sexologists patrol boundaries
to exclude and attack
alternatives as “not science” -
what’s the goal here?



By the 1990s, I had
realized that there had
been a paradigm
mistake, a wrong turn
in the sexual metaphor
highway.

(Gilbert Ryle, The Concept of
Mind, 1949; Raymond
Williams, Keywords, 1976).



CRYSTALLIZATION



RISK-TAKING



NVC: Scholarship and Activism to
challenge the medicalization of sex

• We grasp that the
power of medicalization
is institutional and
rhetorical

• NVC goals: analyze,
witness, challenge,
transform the literal and
the figurative-
– Symbols, metaphors
– Experts, methods



Metaphor: Is sex more like
Dancing?      or    Digestion?

• Learned, from Culture
• Problems? Take

lessons, watch others,
grow and change

• Expect change w/ new
partner or situation

• Assume variety due to
social variables

• Optional styles or
alternatives (e.g., slow
or fast dancing)

• Built-in, from Evolution
• Problems? See Dr.,

get tests, diagnosis,
treat, return to normal

• Assume constancy
over lifetime

• Assume all people the
same

• Healthy vs. unhealthy
function (e.g., slow or
fast digestion)



  ←Ballet for Dummies

Sex for Dummies↓



COURAGE



      NOT SMOOTH SAILING #1: DEALING WITH THE
CLOTHES CHALLENGE



      NOT SMOOTH SAILING #2 Trying to end NVC 2005



  SERENDIPITY



Gendered Technologies of the Self

• Body perfection
responsibility: gender
meets neoliberal self-
improvement

                +
• Popular media: image

culture (beauty/celebrity)
meets enhancement
technologies

Cf Carl Elliott, 2003, Better than Well: American Medicine Meets the American Dream.

  THE LARGER NARRATIVE: social changes



THE LARGER
NARRATIVE:
Business
changes



Biomarketing1

• Shaping a consumerist attitude to health
• Global Branding
• Shaping an early adopter attitude to risk
• Ads provide most of the information to the public
• Expanding product targets (health, wellness,

enhancement)
• Personalizing ad outreach via social networking
• Focusing medical product ads away from clinical topics

(illness, side effects)

1Simon & Kotler (2003) Building Global Biobrands.



http://www.havidol.com



STRATEGIES AND
SPACES

Intergenerational Activism is best



Final story - the female
Viagra



Boehringer-Ingelheim’s “pre-launch”
marketing (“disease-awareness”) to

the public - Spring, 2010



By 2013, SPROUT PHARMA created
EVENTHESCORE - Its Twitter project - “do
you believe women deserve equal treatment
when it comes to sex? So do we!”

(Equal treatment = equal treatments!)





2014 - at the
Food and Drug
Administration

•Surreal

•Realpolitik



Katie Couric with
Sprout patient, theme
is “I want options”



Companions
of the spirit

Kathryn

Rachel
Stephanie







Dedicated to Concepcion Piccioto, Connie, 80y/o,
peace activist, died 1/25/16 after 35 straight years 24/7

of antinuclear protest outside the White House



Themes in LT papers from 80s & 90s
• Gender central to sexuality1

• Sexology blind to issues of power2

• Revisioning M&J physiol rsch2

• Sexology cult of objectivity
• Essentialism bolstered by animal, evol,

sociobiol perspec3

• DSM sexual norms not feminist4
• 1. Psych clin N. Amer , 95

2. JPHS, 91
3. Chrisler & Howard bk, 92

4. W&T, 1988








